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PREFACE 

In the preparation of this monograph I have had 
chiefly in mind students of finance. Still it is hoped 
that the work may prove of value to legislators, and of 
interest even to the casual reader. The history of the 
income tax in the commonwealths is first presented in 
considerable detail, because the data regarding the tax 
have been widely scattered heretofore, and in order that 
the reader may have the basis on which the conclusions 
of the monograph rest. The last chapter is recom- 
mended to those who wish only the general statements 
regarding the tax, and the conclusions of the study. 

As laws are so often passed and repealed without 
appearing in the revised statutes, this work has been 
based upon a careful examination of the session laws 
passed in each state from the time it entered the Union 
until the present time. Further, the court reports, 
financial reports, governors' messages, state constitu- 
tions, and various other sources of material have been 
examined. Only a limited use has been made of 
secondary authorities. 

I am greatly indebted to a large number of indi- 
viduals for assistance rendered in the preparation of 
this monograph. I am under special obligations to the 
governors, state treasurers, comptrollers and other 
officers in those states in which the income tax has 
been levied, and particularly is this true of the officers 
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in those states where the tax is levied at the present 
time. To the several persons who have read the manu- 
script and offered many valuable suggestions, I wish to 
express my gratitude. 

I can not close without a plea for a more careful 
study of the financial systems of our states. A better 
knowledge of them would certainly prevent the repeti- 
tion of many costly experiments. 

Delos O. Kinsman. 
Whitewater, Wis., 



